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Task Tvpes

A. Independent Speaking Tasks

1. Personal Preference
2. Paired Choice

B. Integrated Speaking Tasks
3. Fit and Explain
4, General / Specific
5. Problem / Solution
6. Summary




Independent Speaking Tasks

Basic information

In the speaking section, the first and second tasks are Independent Speaking questions. When answering these
questions, no materials or information related to the questions will be given. This means you should learn to speak from
your personal knowledge and experience.

Preparation : 15 seconds
Answer : 45 seconds

Preparation : 15 seconds
Answer : 45 seconds




Task Solving Process

There is a certain sequence you need to go through in order to organize and deliver your response in a logical manner.
As you respond in a sequence, you will learn to handle various topics and present relevant and coherent answers for
given topics.

Outline

<

Topic > Reason > Detail

+

Confidence, Grammar, Pronunciation, & Time




Overview

12

Task 1 consists of a question related to your personal life, choices, or interests. You will have 15 seconds to

prepare your answer and 45 seconds to speak the answer. When preparing for your answer, try to come up

with 1 topic, 2 reasons, and 2 details as quickly as you can. You should then speak in a calm but firm voice.

1 Question Types J

What is your favorite part of the day and why?

Choose a famous person that you admire as a hero.

Describe the most enjoyable activity that you did last year.

Who is the person you go to when you need advice, and why do you rely on that person?
Where would you like to have your dream vacation?

Describe a valuable lesson you had in your life.

Choose a type of house you would like to live in.

Strategies J

Understand what the prompt asks you to do.

Make a detailed outline, but don’t spend much time outlining.
Relax and speak as clearly as you can.

Do not hesitate or mumble.

Be aware that there is no right or wrong answer.

Remember your time is limited!

HOOKED ON TOEFL SPEAKING



Sample Question

Q Describe an important decision you made in your life and explain why it was important to you.
Include details and examples in your response.

Topic Studying in America

Reason 1 Reason 2

Learning English New experiences
Details Details

* Attending ESL classes * Trying tasty foreign
* Making English speaking foods
friends * Experiencing a new life

style

Sample Response

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details

Conclusion

One of the most important decisions I made was to study in America.

First, studying in America allowed me to learn English.

I attended ESL classes and made a lot of friends who were native English speakers.

Second, studying in America helped me experience many new things.

T tried delicious foreign foods and experienced a new lifestyle while studying in
America.

The opportunity to learn English and to have many experiences was the main reason
why I believe studying in America was the most important decision I made in my life.

PARTI Task Types 13



Pre-Speaking

E31b - Basic Outlining

1 What is your favorite part of the day and why?
Please include specific details and examples in
your explanation.

Topic Dawn

Reason 1 Reason 2

Relaxing Do the things I like
Details Details

e Only me awake e Write & Read
e Afmosphere, sit back

& relax

3 Describe your favorite hangout and explain why it
is your favorite. Include details and examples in
your response.

Topic
Reason 1 Reason 2
Details Details

14 HOOKED ON TOEFL SPEAKING

= Read the questions and fill in the blanks with key ideas.

2 Choose a famous person that you admire as a hero
and explain why you admire him or her. Please
include examples and details in your explanation.

Topic
Reason 1 Reason 2
Details Details

4 Describe the most enjoyable activity that you did
last year and explain why you found it enjoyable.
Use examples and details in your response.

Topic
Reason 1 Reason 2
Details Details



5 Choose one thing you would do if you could travel
back in time and explain why. Please include
specific examples and details in your explanation.

Topic
Reason 1 Reason 2
Details Details

7 Describe the most valuable lesson you had in your
life and explain why you find it valuable. Include
details and examples to support your explanation.

Topic
Reason 1 Reason 2
Details Details

6 Choose an activity you'd like to do when you're on

a date and explain why you like it. Please include
details and examples in your response.

Topic
Reason 1 Reason 2
Details Details

8 Describe an important quality of a good teacher.

Explain why it is important to you. Include details
and examples in your response.

Topic
Reason 1 Reason 2
Details Details

PARTI Task Types 15



B2 speaking - Topic| fcocon Dol

Expressions for Topic Sentences

* | think ... * In my opinion,
* |t seems to me ... * As far as|'m concerned,
* | believe ... * In my case,
* | would say ... * Without a doubt,
I think ... I think the luckiest day of my life was the day | was awarded a full scholarship.
It seems to me ... It seems to me that electricity is the most useful invention in the world.
| believe ... I believe the most memorable experience of my life is the trip | took to Africa.
| would say ... I would say the best way to spend a week’s vacation is lounging on a beach.

Task 1 does not require you to make complicated sentences. Rather, it is designed to evaluate your ability to make simple but
grammatically well-structured sentences. So, your main concern is to make clear, concise and sensible sentences quickly. As
soon as you read the question, you should come up with a topic sentence right away.

In my opinion, In my opinion, Chemistry is the most exciting subject among all my high school
subjects.

E As far as I’'m concerned, the finest vacation spot would be the Alps in
As far as I'm concerned,

Switzerland.
In my case, In my case, Indian food is my favorite cuisine.
Without a doubt, Without a doubt, my mother is the person | go to when | need advice.

These conversation expressions help you speak more smoothly. Use these expressions to give an impression that you're
properly trained in English. Again, your main concern here is to make a topic sentence as quickly as you can. Memorize these
expressions and get ready to use them at any moment when speaking your opinions.

16 HOOKED ON TOEFL SPEAKING



Read the questions and make topic sentences.

What is your favorite part of the day and why? Please include specific details and examples in your
explanation.

Topic'] I think that my favorite part of the day is dawn, when it starts to get bright.

Choose a famous person that you admire as a hero and explain why you admire him or her. Please
include examples and details in your explanation.

Topic

Describe your favorite hangout and explain why it is your favorite. Include details and examples in
your response.

Topic

Describe the most enjoyable activity that you did last year and explain why you found it enjoyable.
Use examples and details in your response.

Topic

Choose one thing you would do if you could travel back in time and explain why. Please include
specific examples and details in your explanation.

Topic

Choose an activity you’d like to do when you’re on a date and explain why you like it. Please include
details and examples in your response.

Topic

Describe one of the most valuable lessons you had in your life and explain why you find it valuable.
Include specific details and examples to support your explanation.

Topic

Describe an important quality of a good teacher and explain why it is important to you. Include
details and examples in your response.

Topic

PARTI Task Types 17
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Expressions for Reason Sentences

* What | like about ... * One reason why ...
Another reason is that ... I like it also because ...
* One of the reasons ... * First,
The other reason is that ... Second,
What | like about ... Reason1 What I like about this day is that my work was recognized by an award.
Antherreasonisthat...  Reason2 Another reason is that | pleased my parents.

Reason 1 One of the reasons why | choose electricity is that it enabled indoor
lighting so that we can work and play even late at night.

One of the reasons ...

The other reason is that ... .
Reason2 The other reason is that | can use a lot of electronic devices.

Reason 1 One reason why | like this trip is that | was able to enjoy the beautiful
One reason why ... scenery.
| like this also because ...  Reason2 I like this trip also because | was able to see a lot of wild animals I've
never seen before.
First, Reason 1 First, when | lounge on a beach, | am able to get rid of my stress.
Second, Reason2 Second, | can meet lots of people that come all over the world.
It's not only important to make a topic sentence, but also crucial to provide sound reasons for the topic sentence. Even if you

speak fluent English, you will not receive a high score if your answer is not well-supported. Try to memorize these expressions
to make reason sentences to support your topic.

18 HOOKED ON TOEFL SPEAKING



"arn,

Read the questions and make reason sentences.

1 Whatis your favorite part of the day and why? Please include specific details and examples in your
explanation.

Topic . Dawn

Reasond] What I like about dawn is that it's so relaxing and everything seems so peaceful.

Reason2| Another reason is that I can concentrate on doing the things I like.

2 Choose a famous person that you admire as a hero and explain why you admire him or her. Please
include examples and details in your explanation.

Topic

Reason 1

Reason 2

3 Describe your favorite hangout and explain why it is your favorite. Include details and examples in
your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Reason 2

4 Describe the most enjoyable activity that you did last year and explain why you found it enjoyable.
Use examples and details in your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Reason 2

PARTI Task Types 19



5 Choose one thing you would do if you could travel back in time and explain why. Please include
specific examples and details in your explanation.

Topic

Reason 1

Reason 2

6 Choose an activity you’d like to do when you're on a date and explain why you like it. Please include
details and examples in your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Reason 2

7 Describe one of the most valuable lessons you had in your life and explain why you find it valuable.
Include specific details and examples to support your explanation.

Topic

Reason 1

Reason 2

8 Describe an important quality of a good teacher and explain why you find it important. Include
details and examples in your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Reason 2

20 HOOKED ON TOEFL SPEAKING
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Expressions for Detail Sentences

* It means that... (=1mean...)

* For example, (=For instance,)

* To give a specific example, (=Toillustrate,)

* What | am saying is that ... (= In other words,)

Details It means that | can achieve anything if | strive to do my best. With this in

It means that mind, | studied very hard day and night.

Details | mean my parents were so pleased that they told this news to everyone

I mean ...
in my town. | am truly happy that | could please my parents and make
them proud.
Details For example, he is always humble despite his pre-eminence. He doesn’t
exaggerate his ability or get overexcited even when performing at his best.
For example, He just persistently focuses on doing his best.
For instance, Details For instance, he never settles down, and continues to strive for

excellence. This honest effort enabled him to become one of the finest
soccer players in the world. For this reason, he is my role model and hero.

Details To give a specific example, | went to Africa last summer, and one of the
best parts of this trip was enjoying the beautiful scenery of Africa. I've
never seen such beautiful, scenic views of natural landscapes. It was

To illustrate ... worth spending all my savings.

To give a specific example ...

Details To illustrate, | saw giraffes, wallaroos, and hedgehogs for the first time in
my life.

Details What | am saying is that | often get exhausted and become extremely
tired after a long day’s work every day. | would be more than pleased if |
What | am saying is that ... could spend a week’s vacation on a beach to get rid of all my stress.

In other words, Details In other words, | could meet Mexicans, Chinese people, Americans,
Canadians, and other people of different nationalities as | get rest on a
beautiful beach.
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Read the questions and make detail sentences.

1 Whatis your favorite part of the day and why? Please include specific details and examples in your
explanation.

Topic Dawn

Reason1 Relaxing

Details] It means that I am the only one awake at dawn. T can just enjoy the peaceful atmosphere

and sit back and relax.

Reason2| Do the things I like

Details! For instance, I can solve math questions easily at dawn. I love it that I can fully concentrate

oh what I like to do.

2 Choose a famous person that you admire as a hero and explain why you admire him or her. Please
include examples and details in your explanation.

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details

3 Describe your favorite hangout and explain why it is your favorite. Include details and examples in
your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details

22 HOOKED ON TOEFL SPEAKING



4 Describe the most enjoyable activity that you did last year and explain why you found it enjoyable.
Use examples and details in your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details

5 Choose one thing you would do if you could travel back in time and explain why. Please include
specific examples and details in your explanation.

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details

6 Choose an activity you'd like to do when you're on a date and explain why you like it. Please include
details and examples in your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details
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7 Describe one of the most valuable lessons you had in your life and explain why you find it valuable.
Include specific details and examples to support your explanation.

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details

8 Describe an important quality of a good teacher and explain why it is important to you. Include
details and examples in your response.

Topic

Reason 1

Details

Reason 2

Details

24 HOOKED ON TOEFL SPEAKING



Practice Questions

#* Fill in the notes and speak your answers.

1 Describe your favorite type of weather and explain why you like it. Use specific details and examples
in your response.

2 Describe a friend who is special to you and explain why you find him or her special. Use specific
details and examples in your response.

3 Describe your favorite month of the year and explain why you like it. Include details and examples in
your response.
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